Art Exhibition

Hibakujumoku - Homecoming

Hibakujumoku refers to the trees that
survived the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in 1945. Although it was
believed that nothing would grow for 75 years,
some trees began to sprout as early as the
following spring. Their resilience became

a symbol of hope.

Today, 159 trees that were exposed to the bombing within
a 2 km radius of the epicenter and later sprouted again
are registered by Hiroshima City as “Hibakujumoku.”
Seeds from these trees in Hiroshima are shared around
the world through the peace initiative Green Legacy
Hiroshima (GLH) and Mayors for Peace.

This exhibition was initiated by Ekuko Naka, a landscape
architect and partner of GLH, and is realized as an inter-
national collaboration with three Norway-based artists:
Helene Espedal-Selvag (visual artist), Yumiko Ashley
(photographer), and John Derek Bishop (sound artist).
Through music, photography, video, tapestries, and
paintings, the exhibition creates to listen to

the silent stories of the Hibakujumoku — not only to
understand them intellectually, but to experience

them physically and emotionally.

The memories and narratives carried with the seeds that
traveled from Hiroshima around the world are now
returning home. How have these stories changed and
evolved along the way? How do we connect the past and
the future? This project explores the potential for art to
serve as a bridge between history and nature.

The exhibition is the final chapter of a trilogy. The first
chapter, Hibakujumoku — Messages from the Silent Witnesses,
was shown in June 2024 at Stavanger Botanical Garden
in Norway. The second chapter, Hibakujumoku - The Trees
in a Community, was presented in August this year at the
Natural History Museum and Botanical Garden in Oslo.
The third and final chapter, Hibakujumoku - Homecoming,
will be presented at Hiroshima Botanical Garden.

Hibakujumoku are living heritage, continuing to grow and
bear witness. In this year, marking 80 years after the end
of the war, we hope this exhibition offers a quiet opportunity
to reflect on the future together with these resilient trees,
in a place that was once at the center of destruction.
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1. Core team of the art exhibition at the Botanical Garden, Natural History Museum
in Oslo. From left: Kevin Koui Naka Meeg, Ekuko Naka, Helene Espedal-Selvag,
Yumiko Ashley, John Derek Bishop.

2. Espedal-Selvdg’s painting with Bishop’s sound echoing from the treetops

3. Trees drifting in light and shadow captured by Ashley’s lens

4. Espedal-Selvag presenting the artworks at the opening

Photo: Tord F. Paulsen
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