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New record of Hibiscus hamabo Sieb. et Zucc. (Malvaceae) from Hiroshima Prefecture

Naoko Inoue? and Hiroshi Hisato?
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Summary

Hibiscus hamabo Sieb. et Zucc. (Malvaceae) was newly recorded in Hiroshima Prefecture based on voucher
specimens. We recorded 16 individuals along the Ota River and two individuals along the Miyuki River, a tributary of
the Ota River, in Nishi-ku, Hiroshima City. The largest individual was 2.4 m high with 15 cm stem diameter at the base.
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* Contribution from the Hiroshima Botanical Garden No.117

1) JRE Wik 22 The Hiroshima Botanical Garden, 2) Ji &5l Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan
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Table 1. Treatment of Hibiscus hamabo in its distuributed parts of Japan in November 2024
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Figure 1. Distribution of Hibiscus hamabo in Seto Inland Sea and the investigated area in this study

Q© indicates the site where voucher specimen were collected before 1966, ["] indicates the site where voucher specimen

were collected after 1967 (Yokogawa 2017). The Seto Inland Sea is defined as the sea surrounded by Kanmon Strait, the

line connected between Cape Sata and Sekizaki and the south coast of the Awaji Island (Yokogawa 2017). % indicates the
investigated area in this study.
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Figure 2. Investigated sites (A-D) are indicated by black circle and triangle
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Figure 3. Hibiscus hamabo at site A

a: View of habitat (30 July 2024). Hibiscus hamabo is indicated by white circle. White triangle indicates the bare ground,
and black triangle indicates the marsh where halophyte plant such as Limonium tetragonum or Fimbristylis sieboldii
grows. b: View of A1 (30 May 2024). c: Appearance of the base of A1 (18 November 2024). d: A1 bloomed on 30 July

2024, approximately 20 days after B1.
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Figure 4. Hibiscus hamabo at site B

a: View of habitat (27 November 2024). Hibiscus hamabo is indicated by black triangle. b, ¢, d:View of individuals (b: 24 May
2024, c: 12 July 2024, d: 27 November 2024). Part of individual indicated by black triangle and white triangle was part of B1.
13 individuals, B2-B14, are indicated by white circle. e: View of B1 from the south (12 July 2024). f: Flower of B1 (12 July
2024). g: Fruit of B1 before 2023 (22 May 2024). h: Fruits of B1 in 2024 (18 November 2024).
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Figure 5. Hibiscus hamabo at site C

a: C1 on 11 June 2024. b: View of habitat (18 November 2024)
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Figure 6. Hibiscus hamabo at site D

a: View of habitat. Hibiscus hamabo is indicated by white circle (27 November 2024). b: Two individuals are indicated by
white circles (27 November 2024). c: Appearance of the base of individual D1 (18 November 2024). d: Fruits on D1 (18

November 2024)
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Table 3. Size, flowering and fruiting of individuals
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